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Overview

• Groundwater at the Bureau 

• What data do we collect?

• How do we publish data?



• Australia is big



• Australia is big

• Australia is dry

• Six states and two territories

• Water planning and management 

sits with state agencies

• States borders are not 

hydrological divides



Annual rainfall anomaly 

southeastern Australia 1950-2015
www.bom.gov.au/climate/change
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The Millennium Drought





The Water Act

• Created new water roles for the 

commonwealth

• The Bureau is required to"collect, hold, 

manage, interpret and disseminate 

Australia's water information"

- including groundwater data

• The Water Regulations (2008) require 

organisation to send their water data to 

the Bureau



The Water Regulations

• Data in regulations

o Bore and borehole data – 850k bores

o Levels and pressure – 23 Million

o Salinity and pH – 1.3 Million 

o Licenced entitlements – 25k

o Groundwater use - ?? 

• Data outside of the Regulations

o Management areas

o Aquifer boundaries

o 3D representations



National Groundwater Information System

Australian Groundwater 

Insight

Time series data  



Groundwater Information Suite

www.bom.gov.au/water/groundwater



NGIS & Groundwater Explorer

• More than 850,000 bore locations 

across Australia

• Bore and borehole information

• Construction, lithology and 

hydrostratigraphy logs. 

• Multiple interpretations included 

where available



Accessible, 

standardised data



Groundwater Information Suite

www.bom.gov.au/water/groundwater





Summary 

• The Bureau Of Meteorology is responsible for 

managing and publishing Australia's 

groundwater data

• We are achieving this through a collaborative 

approach with state and territory agencies

• All data is available through a suite of web 

portals: the Groundwater Information Suite 



www.bom.gov.au/water/groundwater

groundwater@bom.gov.au


